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London	 is	 one	 of	 the	 capitals	 of	 the	 EU,	 home	 to	 over

one	 million	 non-British	 EU	 citizens,	 including	 a	 large

number	of	 families	and	children.	 They	come	 from	each

and	 every	 of	 the	 27	 EU	member	 states.	 And	 London	 is

also,	at	 least	demographically,	a	‘growing’	EU	capital,	 if

we	consider	that	children	of	EU	heritage	continue	to	be

born	 despite	 Brexit.	 According	 to	 recent	 ONS	 data,

children	born	to	an	EU27	mother	were	18%	of	all	births	in

London	 in	 2017.	 The	 photo	 portraits	 in	 this	 book	 aim	 to

give	 a	 glimpse	 of	 the	 lives	 of	 	 EU	 families	 in	 Britain’s

cosmopolitan	and	 superdiverse	capital	city	 in	 the	days,

weeks	and	months	leading	to	Brexit.	

This	 photo	 project	 is	 part	 of	 the	 EU	 families	 and

Eurochildren	 in	 Brexiting	 Britain	 study,	 funded	 by	 the

Economic	and	Social	Research	Council	(ESRC)	and	part

of	 The	 UK	 in	 a	 Changing	 Europe	 initiative.	 The	 overall

research	investigates	how	families	with	EU27	parents	are

managing	 the	change	and	uncertainty	brought	by	 the

referendum,	 and	 the	 kind	 of	 family	 strategies	 they	 are

putting	 in	 place	 to	 mitigate	 the	 actual	 and	 expected

impact	of	the	vote	on	their	own	circumstances.	

Many	 interviewees	 shared	 with	 us	 their	 frustration	 at

being	 invisible,	 caricaturised	 or	 misrepresented	 in	 the

pre-	and	post-	EU	Referendum	debate.	This	participatory

photo	 project	 aims,	 on	 a	 small	 scale,	 to	 address	 this

perception,	 offering	 a	 space	 for	 participants	 to

articulate	their	voice	and	agency.	

We	 are,	 however,	 aware	 of	 the	 limitations	 of	 the

representation	we	can	offer.	Our	working	definition	of	an

EU	 family	 involves	 one	 or	more	 non-UK	 born	 EU	 citizens

living	in	the	UK	with	parental	responsibility	for	one	or	more
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children	living	in	the	UK.		Despite	efforts	to	recruit	families

that	 would	 encapsulate	 the	 diversity	 of	 EU	 families	 in

London	 –	 diversity	 in	 terms	 of	 countries	 of	 origin,	 ethnic

background,	 social	 class,	 sexual	 orientation	 and	 age	 –

this	 has	 proved	 difficult	 to	 achieve	 to	 the	 extent	 we

aspired	 to	 for	 social,	 cultural,	 methodological	 and

logistical	 reasons.	 We	 feel,	 however,	 that	 this	 does	 not

detract	from	the	individual	family	stories	captured	in	the

photos	and	accompanying	vignettes.		

Each	 photo	 session	 involved	 an	 informal	 interview	 with

our	on-site	researcher	Marie	Godin,	in	which	all	members

of	the	family	participated	to	tell	their	Brexit	story,	followed

by	 the	 portrait	 session	 led	 by	 one	 of	 our	 professional

photographers,	 Francesca	 Moore	 and	 Crispin	 Hughes.

The	 photos	 draw	 inspiration	 from	 the	 conversation	 and

are	 loosely	 constructed	 around	 three	 different	 types	 of

group	 portraits:	 a	 formal	 portrait,	 inspired	 by	 classic

Victorian	 photographs;	 a	 portrait	 representing	 each

family	member	with	a	meaningful	object	of	their	choice;

and	 a	 third,	 more	 informal,	 one	 capturing	 a	 scene	 of

family	life	at	home.	

Overall,	the	juxtaposition	of	images,	vignettes	and	voices

(scan	the	QR	codes	to	watch	the	videos)	evoke	some	of

the	 intricacies	 and	 dilemmas	 of	 belonging	 as	 an	 EU

family	 living	 in	 London	 in	 this	 post-EU	 referendum

transition	period.

in	light	of
Brexit
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Cécile	is	from	Paris,	France.	She	moved

to	the	UK	in	2013	to	live	with	Tony,	her

British	companion.	Marianne,	3,	was

born	in	London	before	the	EU

referendum.	Cécile	feels	that	Brexit

might	precipitate	a	return	to	France:	"I

feel	less	welcome	now,	but	this	is	still	my

home”.	London*	is	different	from	the

rest	of	the	country,	maybe	it	should

leave	England	and	stay	in	the	EU,	Tony

adds	light-heartedly.

“LEXITLEXIT*	IS	NOT

A	BAD	IDEA”
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Giovanna	is	from	Italy	and	moved	to

London	in	2016,	shortly	followed	by

Umberto.		Their	son	Pietro	was	born	in	the

UK.	Brexit	became	worrying	when	a	‘no

deal’	scenario	seemed	a	probable

outcome.	Going	back	to	Italy	has	always

been	a	future	plan,	but	the	political

situation	there	is	no	better	–	and	they	like

bringing	up	their	son	in	the	multicultural

environment	of	London.	

	“A

MULTICULTURAL

NATIONNATION	

STARTS	AT

NURSERYNURSERY"	
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Italian	academic

Gianluca	and	Russian

architect	Veronika

struggle	to	imagine	a

long-term	future	for

their	family	in	the	UK.

“AT	FIRST

BREXIT

SOUNDED	LIKE

A	JOKEA	JOKE,	I

DIDN'T		THINK

IT	WAS	GOING

TO	BECOMEBECOME

OUR	LIFE	OUR	LIFE	”
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"IN	LONDON

DIVERSITYDIVERSITY	IS	A

FACT	OF	LIFE"	

London	is	a	truly	cosmopolitan	city	where

"diversity	is	just	a	fact	of	life"	and	everyone	can

strive	to	live	comfortably	in	their	own	skin,	say

French	Beninese	Marie	and	British	husband

Paddy.	
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Nicole	is	originally	from

Germany.	Hemmo	is	Dutch.

We	visited	them	at	their	house

just	a	few	days	before	they

moved	to	the	Netherlands.

Everything	is	already	packed

and	ready	to	ship.	

"LEAVING

FEELS	LIKE	A

FUNERALFUNERAL"
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Anne	and	Dan’s	first	reaction	to	the	Brexit

referendum	was	to	investigate	a	move	to	Canada,

but	France	in	the	end	seemed	a	more	feasible

destination.	But	if	their	son	Dylan	has	his	way,	the

family	will	stay	put	in	London.		

	

"NOTHING	HAS

CHANGED

APART	FROM

THE	FEAR	OFTHE	FEAR	OF

THINGSTHINGS

CHANGINGCHANGING"	
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Thomas	is	French	and	Cameroonian

and	is	open	to	becoming	British,	while

Sonia,	who	is	French,	doesn’t	see	the

point.	“Because	he’s	black,	and	I’m

white,	Brexit	doesn’t	feel	the	same”,

she	explains.	Meanwhile,	UK-born	Zoe

holds	British	and	French	passports,

while	Leo,	who	was	born	in	France,

has	only	a	French	one.

“IF	YOU	ARE	BLACK

AND	IMMIGRANT,

BREXIT	DIDN'T

CHANGE	MUCH

FOR	YOU.	IT		WASIT		WAS

ALREADY	BADALREADY	BAD

BEFOREBEFORE"
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Fabrice	from	France	says	he	understands	why

people	voted	for	leaving	the	EU	in	the	2016

referendum.	Ana	from	Portugal	instead	didn’t	see

it	coming.	Both	agree	it	was	the	wrong	question

to	ask.

“IN	FRANCE

WE	LOVEWE	LOVE

ENGLANDENGLAND

FOR	THIS:

WHEN	THEY

ARE	FED	UP,

THEY	SAY	IT!"
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Mirela	left	Croatia	in	1991	because	of	the	civil	war	in

Yugoslavia.	Her	husband	Frank	grew	up	in	the	Republic

of	Ireland.	Both	are	worried	Brexit	has	lacerated	British

society.	Daughters	Fay	Valerie	and	Aine-Daisy	are	also

worried	by	the	incompetence	of	"the	guys	in	office".	

For	Frank,	the	Republic	of	Ireland	passport	is	the	best	to

have	under	current	circumstances.	But	Mirela,	who	has

seen	how	rapidly	the	value	of	a	passport	can	change,	is

not	persuaded.

"THE	MORE

PASSPORTSPASSPORTS	THE

BETTER.	THINGS

CAN	CHANGECHANGE

QUICKLY"
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“HOMEHOME	IS	WHEREVER	WE

ARE	TOGETHER"

Shahadat	is	from	Bangladesh

but	is	now	British.	Valeria	is

Italian	and	moved	to	the	UK

from	Mexico	after	Brexit.

Leonardo	was	born	in	London

in	2018.	He	is	a	“Brexit	baby”,

she	says.
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Andrea	is	originally	from	Croatia.	She	moved	to

Britain	when	Croatia	was	outside	the	EU	and	the	UK

was	still	fully	in.	Simon	is	British.	Seth	and	Emil	were

born	in	the	UK	and	have	a	lot	of	ideas	and	questions

on	what	may	happen	after	Brexit.	

"IS	THERE

GOING	TO	BE

A	WARWAR	WITH

AMERICA	AND

ENGLAND

AGAINST	THEAGAINST	THE

EUEU?"
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"I		DON'T	NEED	TO	GO

BACK	TO	POLAND,	MYMY

SISTER	IS	HERESISTER	IS	HERE,	MY	MUM	IS	MY	MUM	IS

HEREHERE,	MY	NAN	IS	HERE	MY	NAN	IS	HERE.

THAT'S	ALL	I	NEED"

Edyta	is	an	advice

worker	and	casework

supervisor	for	a	local

organisation.	She	came

in	2006	from	Poland	with

son	Artur	and	daughter

Zofia.	Her	mother

Antuanetta	joined	them

in	2011.		



	28	

Piotr	is	a	claims	adjuster,	Ewelina	an	economist.	Both

are	originally	from	Poland	but	met	in	France	and

moved	to	London	in	2005.	Patrick	and	Isabella	were

born	in	the	UK.		They	all	have	British	passports,	"but

we	are	ready	for	any	eventuality",	they	say.

“WE	ALL	GOT

BRITISH

PASSPORTS,	SO

WE	SHOULD	BE

OK.	BUT	INSIDEINSIDE

WE	FEEL	A	BITWE	FEEL	A	BIT

UNWANTEDUNWANTED"
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After	two	decades	in	Britain,	Marta	is

contemplating	going	back	to	Italy	for	her	children.

It	is	an	ongoing	conversation	with	UK-born	Bianca

and	Luca,	who	love	Italy	but	are	also	aware	that

moving	there	wouldn't	be	easy.

“THERE	IS

TOO	MUCH

TALK	ABOUT

IDENTITYIDENTITY”
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Mihai	and	Malvina	are	from	the

same	city	in	Transylvania,	Romania

but	they	met	in	London.	He	is

Romani,	she	is	of	Hungarian

descent.	Mihai	is	a	campaigning

and	advocacy	worker.		Malvina

looks	after	David,	who	was	born

four	days	after	we	met.	

"DESPITE	BREXITBREXIT,

BRITAIN	IS	STILL

ONE	OF	THE	BEST

PLACES	FOR	A

ROMAROMA	TO	BE"
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